Anti-rat liver microsomal and cytosolic antibodies in hepatitis C virus infection.
In order to assess the frequency of autoimmunity markers in hepatitis C virus infection, 229 RIBA 2 HCV positive individuals were tested by ELISA and Immunoblot assay using as antigen rat liver microsomal and cytosolic proteins. Twenty-one out of 229 individuals (9%) showed anti-rat liver microsome antibodies by ELISA, but the titre was low (1:100 to 1:1,600). In Immunoblot, only 5 of these 21 ELISA positive sera recognized also rat liver microsomal proteins (MW between 30 to 64 kDa). Antibodies against rat liver cytosolic proteins were found by ELISA in 14 out of 229 individuals (6%). Three of them showed a reactivity in Immunoblot to 42 kDa or 55 kDA proteins. In conclusion, HCV infection could induce an autoimmune response against rat liver microsomal and cytosolic proteins in a small number of subjects; the titre of antibodies being lower and the pattern of reactivity different in respect to patients with autoimmune hepatitis.